RELIGION AND ©PERSONALITY ORGANIZATION

A very able young minister has recently made a study of his parish with
special reference to the personality adjustments of his people, His findings may
help to answer the questions; how religion enters into the common life of the
American people and how it affects their beliefs, their conduct, the organization
of their perscnalitiecs.

The psrish in question is centered in a village of five hundred inhabiltants
in an excellent liddle Western farming sections Since there is but one church, the
parish and the community are largely identicale. As compared with other villages
in this region, "Springville" is considerably above the average in economic pros=
perity, educational level, community spirit and homogeneity. Seventy six per cent
of its poople were born and brought up in the village or on one of its outlying
farmse It is a small face-to-face community of old American stock in which every=
body knows everybody elses It is thus one of those "primary groups" in which ace
cording to Cooley (Social Organization pe 30), human nature comes into being and
in which the processes of social interaction can be studied to best advantagoe

This minister had had two years of clinical expericnce in a good mental he =
pital and was unusually well-equipped to pass judgment upon personality adjustments.
More than that his fine relations with his people enabled him to draw upon that
common fund ol information sbout the individual members of the community on the ba=
sis of which business is done and social intercourse conducted. Sometimesyas in much
of the village gossip, this information takecs on a malicious tinge; but it approxi-
mates the truthe Cortainly the success or failurc of the merchant or the banker
will depcend very largely upon the accuracy of the judgments as to whom he cen and to
whom he cannot give croedit, And tho exucutive,the leader, the teacher,will stand or
fall in accordance with his ability to judge charactore In any case the community
Judgments are somcthing to be rockoned withe This young minister thorefore tock ace
count of them but sought to go beyond them in accuracy and kindliness.

Types of Adjustment

Going systematically thru the villago,he listod 322 pcrsons over twelve years
of ago (1%. QOf this number he placed 52, or 16 per cent, in the group which he called

1) Ho did nob,unfortunately, oxtond the study to include the farm homes, nor ocven
complete the village, Samplings of the uncompleted section of the village, which
contained about a fifth of the total population,indicated that its inclusion would
not have changed the picture,

The Faithiful

Those were persons who in his judgment had teken seriously the loyalty repre-
sented by their parents, by the church, by organized society, and were growing in
the direction of socialization and unification on a basis conceived of as univorsal
and abidings They were persons whom hoe and other community leaders could count upon
to support worthy causes by their prescnce, their interost, their financial supports
those whose lives were devoted to the service of something beyond themselves, 1t is
not to be inferred that thesc persons werc frec from faultse Of these they hed plene
ty, but they were ready to face them and try to corrcct them, and thoy were able to
maintain a recsonable degrec of disciplines Here arc thumb-nail sketches of samo
of those in this groups

Girl of 13, belongs to junior choir, rcegular in church school, doing well in
school, 1iked by schoolmates., She is quiet, considorate, shows satisfactory
development,
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Girl of 15, in sccond year high school, attends church school 100 por cente
She is highly intelligent and industrious, sccepts rosponsibility and soes
it thrue OShe is developing stoadily into a fine type of womanhood,

Boy of 14, in first year high school, attends church school 100 per cent,
Ho is Scout Patrol leador, good athlete, highly intclligont. Some traces of the
smart alcck but he is honocst, active and growings

Girl of 21, graduate of teachors! collcege, plays the organ in church, teaches in
church school, deoply intercsted in church and community affairse Sho has shown
stondy and satisfactory development.,

Mon of 28, superintendent of high school, is active in community affairs and
cttonds church 40 per conte His ideal of scrvico is well=developeds Ho is hon=-
cst, capabls, muets problems intelligently and does something about them, He is
doing on important job well,

Women of 27, wifo of high school superintendent, is well-ad justed, carnest,
choerful, very intelligont, a roal cducator's wifc who understand what her husband
is doing and hcelps him do it,

Man of 55, a farmer and truck-driver, is gonorous, honost, hard-working, recady
to help any one in nced, innocent of all theology but truly religlous. Attonds
church 10 per cent, contributes liberally,

Woman of 27, wife of mechanic, operatecs a beauty parlore Sho is an extroverted
self-confident person with a good sense of hmmore She is active in the community
interested in the church and rcady to take responisbility. Attendance 90 per
cont,

Woman of 55, wife of farmer and truck-driver, works in a store. Church atton-
dance 100 per cente Always on hand at church affairs; little other social par=
ticipations She is a pleasant, choorful, motherly woman with good mind and
good judgment,

Woman of 28, works as stcnographor in banke She teaches class in church scheol
and is always on hand at church and community affairse She is stoady and reoliable
has scverc moral code for herself and frowns on those who depart fpom ite Ready
to assume responsibility and soe it thru. Sho is ummarricd but “"dates",

Man of 22, a truck-driver and farmer, 1s a hard-working, honest fellow who gives

everything he has to whatever ho docse He came from a broken home and was handi-
capped at the start but is growing in the right directions He serves faithfully

as cub=scout loader and attends church 10 per cent,

Woman of 28, graduatc of a good college, has taught six years. She is a highly
intelligen®, out-going porson who works herself into exhaustion for a good cause,

Men of 50, a physician, does not attend church but practiccs what the church
teachese Devoted to his work and thoroly honest with himself and with patioents,.

Man of 75, a retired farmer, quite well-teedo, has a high index of civie inter=-
este A considerable patrimony to bogin with and has given good account of his

stowardship. IHas been hard-workér and good manager, friendly, cheoerful, welle

liked. '

Woman of 70, wifc of the retired farmer, is a very well-balanced, outegoing,
highly intclligent person with liberal views who has given freely of time and
money in all good causess Church attendancs 100 per cent,
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Man of 42, the largest farm operator in the county, has had one year in colleges
Ho is dircct, honest, woll-balanced, heclthy in body and mind, public-spirited
and officient.

Woman of 39, wife of the farm operator, is a college graduate, She is intelligent
dependable, forward-looking; the fincst type of young matron - doing a corking
job with her two sonse '

Men of 68, runs a small storc and is choerful, honcst, publicespirited; a devout
church momber, conscrvative in his views but broad in his spirite He is meeting
courcgeously and with quiet faith and problem of failing hecalth,

Woman of 65, wife  of storo-keeper, is well—adjusted; friendly, interested in
community effairs and wellelikeds She is mceting the problom of failing health,

screne and unofraid.

The Complacent

More than half the persons included in this study scomed to belong in the
group which he called "the complacont." They were porsons who wore fairly comforte
nble in their vocational, sexual and social adjustments but who apparently gave
1ittle thought to things that wore beyond their immediate necds and duties and
pleasurcs, Most of them would profoss allegiance to the church and all of them
would accopt its standardse Their conduct would show no glaring inconsistencics,
but they wore not taking their religion very much in earncste They werc outwardly
respoctablc persons whose bost potenticlitices « in terms of their own ideals - were
net in process of being renlizeds They were not of those whoweatch with their
lights burning. Icro crc somc of his characterizations:

Man of 44, a boarber with high school cducation, thrifty, coutious, conservative
in his vicws, honust in his busincss doalings. Ho gives passive support to
worthy couses; a substantial citizon with many good qualiticse Church at-
tendance 5 por cent,

Women of 44, wife of the barber, sharcs hor husband's conservative views and
is an effcctionctoy cheeorful wifc and mother of narrow outlook and limited
intcrests,

Boy of 17, o high school studont who is making a good rccord in athletics and
is intclligent, well-liked, has no obvious maladjustments. No interest in
church, sccms quito selfe-satisficd,

Man of 32, a mechanic with high school cducation, is easy~going, gonial, self-
ecentercd, capable of much better things. Somc socicl participation but no
great interoste Church attendance 15 per cent = no financial support.

len of 55, clevator operator and mayor of villege, is pleasant, steady, honest,
a fair mayor, but no civiec leadsr, Ho is conventionnl in his outlook but has
modc the most of an average endowments

Women of 45, wife of a carponter, is complacent, fat, fricndly, devotoed to her
children. She has no interest in church but is deeply intercsted in Legion
Auxiliary.

Men of 55, is o quiect.good-natured,casy-going person, but stoady and dependables
He attends church rogulerly and is a conventional Christian but has mnde no
signifiennt offort for God or country,

Weman of 55, wife of the above man, is a home-loving person, shy,companionable,
likes to be sheltercd - a clinging vine typoe
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Men of 70, a day-loborer whose life has becn one of ininterrupted, unimagis«
native hard-worke No social interests but steady and wcll-disciplined.

Man of 55, a carpenter, - shrewd, quict, friendly, but inclined to be smug
and solf-satisfied.

Woman of 25, graduatc of teachers' college, = married but no childrens A Main
Strect type, interests sccular, attitude complacent; church attendance
10 pcr cente

Man of 55, active in community affoirs. Morals above reproach except in poli=-
ties, devoted to his children, contributes gencrously to churchj;attends 50%.

Mon of 55, a retired farmer - hard-working, shrewd, thrifty, utterly self=-cen=
torod; no interest in church or community; the lord of his household.

Girl of 21, daughter of n domincering father, a graduate of teachers! collegoe.
She is ambitous, loud, unroflcctive but is aware that she has some problems
She is conventionally religious and attends church 75 per cent. ‘

Young men of 22, a student in a state university, very intelligent, has lite=
rary ombitionse He likes to make people squirm and is anything but well~liked
He is thinking and growing but is adjusting on a self-centered lovel.

Mon of 38, a berbsr with high-school education = no social participation; no
interest in church. Ho is fairly plecsant to meet and is trustworthy and
industrious,

Woman of 38, wifo of the barber, belongs to the church and attends occasion=-
‘ally. Sho is a plump, casy-going person with no interests beyond her family.

The Pagan

Twenty nine persons, or about 9 per cont of the total number, were placed
in a group which, for want of a better name, were called "the pagans.” This term
was chosen to désignate those who had either rebelled, or elss had never leéarned
to take scriously the authority of their parcnts and the standards of the communie
ty in which they were rcared and had sought refuge in groups of easy standards
to find social support for their anti-social and rebellious attitudes. It was howe
ever difficult to find any who oxactly fitted that definition, Declinquent gangs did
not ¢xist in Springvilles There were indeed seoveral young people who were inwarde=
ly rebellious against a tyrannical fathor or a domineering mother, several also who
were not taking any too seriously the accopted standards of the community, but none
thet had found much in the way of social sunport. Springville's "pagans” were for
the most part older persons of the "play-boy" type, who had gone their own way re=
gardless of community opinion and scomed to be suffering no particular pangs of
consciences Altho more or less ostracized by the rcspectable people of the commune
ity, they had found solace in the fellowship of tho pocl-room and of the barbor-
shops Closer cxaminntion roised the quostion whether cven they fitted the defini-
tions It was obscrved that most of them did not want their children to follow in
their foot-stops, but cncouraged them to go to the church schools It seemed more in
accordancc with the facts to look upon them os persons who had failed to make good
interms of the community standards and who had finally acquiesced in the community
Jjudgments, accepting their assigned roles and deriving such comfort and sociel

support as might be availnblce The somewhat caustic community judgments are epito-
miscd as followss

Boy of 17, dull, backward, always in trouble in school; hangs around the pool
room and has a reputation for petty thieving.

Girl of 25, easy-going,happy-go-lucky, no interest in higher valucs,
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Girl of 23, deughter of a dissolute father; a friendly, not unattractive
young woman who runs with mon of questionable charactor and is suspected of
sexual irrogularitics. She docsn't secem to mind.

Man of 30, with high school cducation, a good mechanic who works when he fecls
like ite. He is addictod to hunting trips and "wet parties." No sonse of re-
sponsibility toward faonily or communitye.

Man of 45, an unintelligent person whose fellowships and interests arc on a
socially negative plane., Ho gambles, drinks, patronizes slot-machines and
docsn't give a hoot whethor school keops or note He is casy-going, cheerful,
and unembitious.

Man of 48, an aggrssive,loud-mouthed salesman and small-town politician,suc-
coessful in business but unconcerncd about the rights of otherse

Man of 48, hes squnadercd a fortune of 75,000 on gambling,drinking and womona

He is o man of roal native ability who might have boen a leader but has af=-
fronted all docent community standards and is now a sociesl outcastes 4s a boy

he could alwnys meke his mother laugh when she started to punish him. He has
con trying to got by in lifc on that basis,

Man of 44, an easy-going,middle-aged play-boy who violates community dicta
without any sensc of discomforte He has rebelled againg rosponsibility and
routine,

Mrn of 45, a parasitic play-boy who likes to get things with the lecast possi=
bloc offorte Hec has spent much timec chasing tho girlse Ho has kicked over

the traccs and seems confortoble about ite

Tho Mentally I11

Eighty onc persons, or 25 per cent, were regarded as moro or less ill mentallys.
By that it means that they had rather serious mnlad justmonts, and instead of dofy=
ing tho community judgments or socimlizing their inferioritios among the pool-room
and barteor~-shop habitucs,they subjected themsclves to self-blame and self-punishe-
ment, or clsc theyresorted to various conccolment devices or took refuge in drink
or day~-droaminge Among them we may distinguish three types:

Phe Difficult There were 45 persons who werc problems to themselves without ad-

mitting it, and problems to othors without losing caste.They were
those who under the stress of inner disharmony and o sense of failure refused to
acknowledge defeat or error and resorted to the carious devices of concealment in
order to mnintain sclf-rcspect and escape self-condemnaticn. Among them were six
who took rofuge in imaginary illnoss, three who indulged cxcessively in nmalicious
gessip, eight who were over-particular about legalistic trivialities, eight who
tyrannized ovor all who had the misfortune to be in their power, seven who were
chronically irritable, seven who were bittoer end suspiciocus, Here arc some of the
community judgments:

Mon of 45, aggressive, domincering, sclf-centered. He hes an ungovernable
tomper and tries to control cvery action of his childron.

Woman of 52, an eccentric Christian. She was ultr-conscrvative but has now tae-
ken up vegebtarianisme.She is chronically uncomfortabls to others and to selfs

Woman, of 65, wife of woll-tode formor and mother of a large family.She rules
the recst,nagring, erying,pleading, doing cnything to have her way.

Man of 45, head-strong,stubborn, aggressively ignorant,chronically uncomfort=
able,holds grudges and shoots off his face at the slightest provocation

Woman of 70 with low intelligonce and bad temper.She sits in her rocking chair
most of the day nursing grudges.
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Man of 45, startlingly lazy, a blow=hard and broggart and alibi-artist who
is keenly interested in the ladies,

Womon of 28, the daughter of o nourotic mother; a divorcco who lives the life
of a reclusec and often goes to bed for weeks at a time,

Woman of 27, daughter of a bodly maladjusted mother; a clinging vine, ready
to talk of her troubles by the hour to any ono who will listensShe is irrespone=
sible,lives in a world of phantasy and has frequent one-sided love affairs,

Woman of 30, a widow, lives a hermotically sealed life,She talks constantly of
heart ailment; much sclf-pity.

Women of 44, o domincering person with low out-put of onergy, who spends much
of her time ronding the movie magazines and maintains her self-~rospect by
slandering her noighbers, ,

A woman of 48, is censtantly complaining of her husband's infidelitiocs,irri-
tatle and quarrelsome at home and abroad; conjoys and purveys malicious gossipes

Woman of 50, had an oxplosion threc ycers agoesShe left home,slept in the raile
woy stotion, nte ot the resbtaurant,and wos wild enough to have been sent to
the state hospital.She is down on cevery onc - a smouldering volceanos

Woman of 60,with good education,lives nlone since death of mother ten years agos
She believes that overy one is against her and that mysterious things aro going
Olle

Woman of 35, dofinitely paranocid since birth of sccond child, She never leaves
home, is unsocial,hypochondriacal, apathetic toward her children.

The Dofeated  Thoro were sixtecen persons who in the faco of accumulating diffi-

culties and frustrations had made little or no attempt to kecp up

the struggle, but had resorted to such escape dovices as drink or day-dreaming
and who, in whatever way, scomed to hove thrown up the spongee Hore arc some of
the éommunity Jjudgmentss ‘

Boy of 16, droamy and irresponsible, plays a fair game of base-ball but other-
wise participates little in socinl life.

Girl of 16,with borderline intolligence,little drive and much day-dreaming,.
Girl of 21, obeso, immoturs,unattiractive,border line intelligence, much day~
dreaming.

Man of 36, son of a tyramnical, irascible father., He is soft-spoken, sub-scre
vient, without social interests Thore scems to bo much phantasy.

Mon of 35, shiftlcss, irresponsible, sexually lax, a chronic alcoholic,

Mon of 36, an ambitionlcss snoak thicf who is drunk much ot the time.

Man of 38, o periodic drunkerd and wife-boater, swonds most of his time and
moncy in saloonse He is looked down upon by entirce comaunity and accopts ite

Man of 40, a periodic drinker, now in stete hospitale He is not without social
feeling, was at one time a leader in the community.

Mon of 45, o W.PsAs worker, sliftless, irrosponsible, dishonost, gquarrelsome,
alcoholice

Man of 33, a vicious, shiftlcss, hostile alecoholic, who blames the world for
his misfortuncs and takes it out on his wifc.
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Women of 27, a whitc rabbit with borderlinoe intelligence, a poorly organizod
person with two children of pre-school age.

The Distressed  Thore were twenty who were problems to thomselves and know iteThey
wore characterised by severe intrapsychic conflicts. Such conflict

is not always an evile. It mny be a pre-condition of re-orgenization, the outcomo
being dependent upon the noture and relative strength of the contending forces and
upon the fovorable factors in the 1life situntiones In cascs where the conflict is
between the desiro for solf-cxpression on the onc hand and the authority of the pa=
rents on the other, there will be repressed hostility which is likely to axplode
into irrocgular or dclinquont bchavior, Where,howovor, the subjoct has accepted for
himsclf some socially valucd role and isstruggling against unruly tondencics with=-
in himself or against onvirommental frustrations, the outcome is morc likely to bo
constructive, Eight pcrsons scemed to belong within thoe first group, twelve in the
sceccnde Hore are some instances.

Boy of 21, son of an aggrossive, domincering fathor. le is outwardly submissivoe
and ¢ssy-going, but therc is much represscd hostilitye. Holl is likely to broak
loosc ot any time.

Girl of 24, daughter of a tyranniceal father, ocutwardly phelgmatic but boiling
withins Hor robellion is exprossing itsclf in the form of sox escapadcs.

Girl of 17, drcamy, irrcsponsibls, violent tempor, rcebollious at school and at
homo,

Girl of 17, intclligoent, but loud-mouthed, smart-alccky and independent. She is
awarc of her problems but is hondling thom the wrong way.

Boy of 17, a small-town smart-alccls, He swaggors but is moody ~ is having grow-
ing painsa

Woman of 26, daughter of a dissolutc fathors She has boon sexually indiscreed
but is not sclfe-satisficd.

Woman of 34, with good cducation, marricd to son of an ovor-dominant and tyrannie
cal fathers She is chafing undor dominntion of father-in-law and is bird-liko,
nervous and self-asscrtives She .rccognizes heor problems and is trying to mas~
tor thom,

Boy of 15, werships his fnther, is acutely conscious of his own small stature
and is uncoertoin of himsclf.

Girl of 20, o reclusc at home and in collego, a bock=-worm with no dates and no
friondse She foels the situction keonly.

Boy of 18, a scrious-minded, hard-working chape lc doosn't know where he is go-
ing but he is trying hord, He hos fow friends and is awarc of his handicaps, Ho
is thinking much about the futurc and has called on his pastor three times to
telk over his problems.

Man of 23 with some college trainin-~, cngoged tobte married but having difficulty
ingetting worky He is doing a lot of worrying.

Boy of 20, o studont in college but still a "sissy." He is shallow, self-centered
and is going thru a porsonality change in cffort to grow up.

Boy of 19, badly deformed and has a sgqueaky, high-pitched voico., Ho is ambitious
has gonc to collego but is an oxtremely difficult situation.

The Ro=-=organizcd

Thero are four persons who in the face of mounting difficulties or threatening
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defeat have achieved somo Sort of reeorganization,

One is badly disfigured woman., His solution has been found in religion of
the Four Square Gospel variety. Thru it she has found comfort and peace of mind.
She likssto talk about religimm and spends a good bit of time writing poetry.

Another casc is that of an alcoholic who was converted twenty years agos Now
at the age of sixty seven he is still going straight, The community however looks
upon his as a religious cranks o is said to be bigotted, belligerent, and hard to
live withe This man attonds church faithfully in another village,

A third casc is that of another reformed alccholic, now a man of fifty. He
once held a responsiblo position, but lost it beocause of his excossive use of
liquore Hc is now on the water wagon and is saving his moneys. He has had to take
a rood deal of chaffing from the old crowd, Ho is said to be saet in his opinions
and harsh toward inebriates, To what extent religion was a factor in his reforme-
tion is not cluar. His prosent job keops him from attending church.

Another casc is that of a mother whose lifo centored around an only sone Whon
this son was stricken with a fatel disease she turmed to Christian Science, and
against the protests of the daughterein-law she installed a Christian Science nurse
Altho the son died, her faith in Christisn Science has romaincd unshaken.

Shc has stonped attonding the community church,

The Omni-Presence of +thoe Mentally 111

A review of the findings from another angle rcveals even morc clearly the
seriousncss of the mental health situation: two porsons werec definitely psychotic;
two othors had boon immates of o mental hospital and wore still far from well; four
were near psychotic; six wore psycho-ncurotic; nine were soriously alcoholie, two
of thom having boen in institutions for alcoholisme. At least cight werc montally
subnormal, Thsre was one drug-addict, ono sex-pervert, ono cretin, one hydro-ceph=
alic and throoc scnileses Those togother with the rest of the difficult, tho dis-
trossod, the outlaws and the noter-do=-wolls constituted more than a third of tho
population of the village.

In interpreting these findings it is importent to bear in mind that the lmori-
can village has to-day bocome & refuge for many inadequate personse. With the passing
of its importonce as a trado centor meny families have moved away, Rents are thore=
fore choap and the houses are of'ten filled by familics that cannot make the grade
olsowheres For this reason the percontage of mental illness is probably higher than
in the country at large. It is however to bte noted that only 19 per cent of Springe
ville's inhabitants had not lived here for mors than ton yoars and that only fif=
toen por cent were poor or on relief and ncearly half wore cconomically comfortablee
This explanation nust not thercfore be unduly pressed,

However that may be, several things stend out elearlye In the first place ate
toention is drawn to the number of porsons living in this village who would not be
permitted to romain at large if thoy wore living in a city. This may to some extent
explain the rclatively low insanity rate in the country as compared with that in
the citye. Where urban communitiecs tend to comait a large proportion of their mon-
tally i1l to institutional care, tho country community carries most of its own bur=-
don, We a rc also struck with the imporceptible shading off from the definitely
psychotic to the loss secverc forms of mental illnesse These findings suggest furthe
ermore an explanation of the marked incrcasoc in hospital population during the past
forty years. If tho figurcs for Springville soem high, it is mercly bocausc a com=
petont observer had hero an adequate opportunity to obscrves So also in tho country
at largc: the incrcasc in the number of mtients in montal hospitals is duc chiefly
to the growing awarcness of the problems which they represent.
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Poermutations and Combinations in Personality Structure

The various roaction patterns and types of adjustmont found in this study of
Springville are shown schematically in the accompanying charte It is hero assumod
that the sensc of personal failurc, which is taken as tho primary difficulty, is no%
necessarily an evil, Whon frankly rccosnized and intelligontly dealt with, it bo=
comes a condition of growthe It is only whon conecealment is rosorted to, or when no
offort at rectification is madc that mental illncss is likely to occurs The chart
has beon propared te rcad down and also acrosse. IHorizontally we have the differont
lovels of adjustment, whilo tho vartical columns reprosont the different aspccts or
determinants of bohaviore Tho clear awarcness of the difficulty, its frank acknowle
cdgement, may oventuatc in normel growth in the direction of socializotion and uni=
fication on & religious basise It may also, dopending upon the type of social idene
tification involvod, mean morely contemporary in social adjustment or cven adjust-
ment to tho standards of a delinquent gange The reaction modes of bluffing and
shifting rcsponsibility tend toresult in systomatized ideas of persocution and selfe
importancceThe reaction mode of with-drawal is likely to result in progressive dis-
organization of the personalitys The two central columns roprosent the types of
development by which the end stages are reached, the ono gradual, the other eruptive.
A detailed considoration of this chart and of the categories used may be found olse-
where (cf, Boisen: Exploration of Inner World ppe 147 = 162),

The Stctic Choracter of Springville's Religion

The religion operating in Springville is clearly of the static or "epimethean"
type, not religion in its creative phases This does not mean that progrossive spirit
is lackings The fact that same eighty laymen organizod & community church in the
free of opposition from tho donominntional boards pgives evidence of its prosenceslt
neans rather that the vision and cnthusiasm of relipion's oroative stage has been
tronsformed into custom and habit. Tho mores have becomo so firmly established thet
despitc the new idoas which come flooding in thru the radios,the movies, the ncwse
papers, despitc tho incroasing spread of education, thereo is surprisingly little
disposition to question or to challonge tho basic assumptions in mattors of right
and wrons and of thoologicel belicfe.Thore werc indesd not a fow persons whose conw
duct had been irregular and who were in consequonce nore or less ostracizod.Some of
those had reacted by charging church people with hyproerisy and even by disparaging
tho church and reiling ot things religious,but it was noted that most of them one
cournged thoir childron %o go to the church school, We thoereforc,concluded that they

wore not roally "pagans" but rathor persons who had fapiled to mako good in torms of
the community rcquirements and who had adjusted themsolves as bost thoy could to com=
munity judgments whoso justice they inwardly accepted.

Tho static charactor of Springville's roligion is further indicated by tho fact
that only four porsons werc found whoso lives had beon re-organized and not ons of
thoso owed that re-organization to tho local church, One was an alcoholic who had
turned over o now leaf, anparently without much help from religion, The fact that he
was said to be intolerant of inebristos suggosts that he has reliod upon his own
"will-power" to mend his ways. The othor throe had recourse to relirion, but it was
roligion of another kind, in one case Christian Scicnce, in the other two something
of the Holincss varicty. It is not nocessary to place too high a value upon sudden
eonversions to rogard thoir abscnce within tho mombership of the church as evidence
that recliance has beoon placed upon the processces of oducetione The evangslistic zeal
which has characterized most roligious movements in their formntive stages is not
groatly in evidcncc,

How +tho Community Standards Arc Implanted

This rosistance to the impact of now ideas may bo oxplained by the considora-
tion thot moral and rcligious cducation is depondant not so much upon formnl instruce
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~tion as upon praise and blame for actual conduct on tho part of those whom onc ade
mires and whoso authority one acceptse The fact that Springville is a small homogo=-
ncous community with abundant opportunities for working and playing to gethor will
undoubtodly go far toward oxplaining the accoptance of o common sct of standards
and tho tenacity with which thesc standards are hold,

fmong the ngonecics ond institutions which have had a pert in the internaliz-
ing of thesc group standards the church may be regarded as the most important. This
is duo to the fact thot it stands os the symbol of a supreme loynlty of which the
standaris arc but o function, that it domoends o complete commitment to that loynlty,
that it calls for an oxpression of thrt commitmont thru rogulnr assemblage and soce
rificial scrvice, and that it providos for constant rc-consideration of thc implica=
tions of this commaitment in thc light of changing conditionse Most important is the
foct thet the church is built upon thoe family unit, Whore the other institutions of
Springville serve spucinl groups, such as farmcrs, busincss mon, women of cortain
intercsts, adolescent boys, adolescent girls, tho church ministers to all ages and
2ll clesscse In oarlicr years the fomiliss usod to come togeothor in a body and sit
in tho foamily pewe Whilo this practico is no longer common, it still romains true
that the church is foundod upon the family end thot it is chicfly thru the family
thet its idoals arc made effoctive in hunnn 1ifo,

The importance of the family in tho detcrminntion of the personality adjuste-
ments is indicated by another ro-examinntion of our data,0f the 322 persons included
in this study thore woere B2 whosc paronts wore includod and 87 parcnts who had
children who woro also includede It wus found that for thoso paronts who woro class=
ified os "faithful™ tho ratio of woll-adjustod ("Poithful™ and "complacont") to male
adjusted (Pagan" "difficult," "defonted," and "distrossed") Children was 15 to 23
for thosc parcnts who wore classifiod as "complacont" the retio was 9 to 53 and for
those who wore classificd as maladjusted tho ratio was 3 to 6. Tho contrast wes faor
nore striking whore only thoso parents wero consideored who were given the samé rote
inge. Por thc soven counles who werc classificd as "faithful" thero wero twolvo
children. Of theso, ten wore classed as "faithful" and two as "oomplacent." For the
ninc couplos who were classod as "complacont" thero were 16 childrens Of thesc throo
wore classed as "faithful," cight as "complacent," and throo as "distrecssed.” For
the four couples classed as maladjusted thore wore five childrons Of these two woro
"complacont" and threc bedly moladjustods Looking at it from another angle, we find
that of thc 82 porsons whoso paronts were also included in tho study - thoro wero 20
classificd as "faithfuls Of thosc 14 had at least one paront who was also classed
as "frithful."® Thore wore 31 who wore classod as maladjustod. Of these 26 had at
least onc poarent who was also mnlad justod.While tho numbor of persons included in
this study 1s insufficient to saticfy statistical requiroments, thesc findings are
supportod by those of othor studios (Boisenj Exploration of Inner World,ppe229 ffe)e
Wo seon thoreforo justifiod in concluling that the adjustmonts of childreon tend
strongly to follow those of their paronts., Such a conclusion is of coursc in line
with whot is being discovercd to-doy rogerding the trmendous influcnce of the par-
onts stan? for thot in the universc upon which he is dependant for protection and
for love to a degree which is nover ropontced in tho coursc of his cxistencos Out >f
this enrly rolationship, more than from any othcr source, comes thereforo his ido
of God ond his moral standards, This modern viow is in accordance with tho teoachirz
of thc church's Foundors It is of the vory csscnco of the Christian religion that !
it looks upon God as a Fathor and upon mon as bpothers. Tho church is itself o fam-
ily.

Springville's school, in accordancc with the traditionnl Amcricen plan for tlo
scparation of church and state, gives no religious instruction, Nedthor does it
take any provision for the formal tcaching of cthics, However, the community ape
points its own teachers, and tho charactor and roliglous attitudes of thoso toach=
ers do not esoape inspoctions It is to be noted that tho principle of thoe high
school and his wife worc active participants in the church and that most of tho
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teachers, altho they were not rcsidents of the community, identified themselves with
the loeal church, This may howe bcon with them e matter of diplomacye More probably

their interost in church was o factor in their sclection, This means that the stan=-

dards of praisc and censurc in the school-roam and in the supervised playground and

rocroational activitiocs of thoe school would conform to the community standards,

Other opportunities for secial intercourso and for tho administering of praise
and blome arc provided not merely thru formal organizetions, but also thru many in-
formal gatherings. Among the former are a business men's club with 50 mombors, a
Mnsonic Lodge - 20 members, Odd Follows - 30, Eastor Star, -« 20, American Logion =
17, Logion Auxiliery ~ 12, Bridge Club - 16, Boy Scouts - 16, Cub Scouts = 8, ¢ H
Club (for girls) =« 12, Junior Choir - 46, Ladios Aid 60, Missionary Socicty = 30,
In addition tho high school has its athlotic, musical and dramatic organigations.

Springville thus gives cvidonce of the effectiveness of praise and blame in
the detormination of the standards and attitudes of its pooploeMrs. Grundy is an
oxcullent noliceman, but like most policemen she has some faultse She is much
quiclker with consurc than with praise. This is duc to tho fact that fault-finding
is o common protective devices, The loafer in the pooleroom who criticizes the Pres=-
ident fuels himself for the time being superior to the President. Ho is thereby
bucking up his self-ssteoms So also the malicious gossip is motivated by the desire
to prove that othor persons arc inferior %o herself, But control by censure is con-
trol by fears It means emphasis upon the "Thou shalt nots." And that means a static
merality and o static religione

The control by fear may also help to oxplain the amount of maladjustment which
wos found in Springville, The porson whose stondards arc dotermined by fear has not
roally accepted thoso standards, He is therefore not frooe His conduct is controll=-
ed by somothing which is still externnal to himself, something which he often resentse
Thet rcsentment, if it docs not eventustc in an eopen broak, is likely to givo shel=-
tor to interests and conduct of which the better sclf does not approve, Thore is
likely to be a mixturc of love and hate in tho attitude toward the rep resentatives
of authority which will mean a divided self and therefore a sick soule Mrs. Grundy's
puardianship, becauso it has not beon inwardly accepted, is likely to be incffoce
tivo whon the young man from tho villege visits the big city and forbidden indul-
cence which he is later afraid to acknowlodge becomes o source of troublce

The Altaor Fire

In the ancient story of the destruction of Sodam it is recorded that Abraham
interceded in bshalf of tho doomed citye o told the Lord that it would not bogjust
%o dostroy the rightoous along with the wickod, The Lord agroeds The question then
arosc as to how many righteous persons it would take to save the city. Starting with
fifty, Abroham gradually reduced the nurbor until the Lord agreod to spare the city
if ceven ten could m found,

Judged by this standard Springville is not in danger of dostruction. It is
smoller than ancient Sodom and we found within it more thoan fifty porsons whom wo
thought were righteous.

The question now is how this nuclous of tho faithful contributes to the woll =
being of the communitye Throe considerations suggest themselvess

1. The task of organized religion is to transform into custom thc habit the new
vision and quickencd purpose of religion's creative stoges and thus transmit thom
from one generation to anothore In such a community as Springville it is the group
of the feithful which is ontrusted with thet task. Evon tho that group may be
Awindling in numbors, and even tho its boliefs and proctices become formalized, it
is o matter of no small importance that the altar firc is kept burninge
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2e Within this group of the faithful arc those who best exemplify the virtues -
of honesty, of industry, of officiency, of kindlincss, virtues wupon which the
health of any community is besed. Within this group cre some of the community's
most devoted servants and steadying influences, those who are most likoly to give
employmont or financial assistance to the ablec-bodicd and tho helping hand to those
who are in troubles It thus meant not a little to Springville that during the tra-
gic yoars of the Depression wheon the banks in the neighboring towns were failing,
the local bank, honestly and efficiently administered by one of this group, did not
go undor,

3e It is part of the genius of the Christian Church that it provides for the
renewal of the vision and the replenishment of the fire, In contrast with the
other great religions, which make no provision for religious assemblage, in con=
trast with tho modorn lodge which has its assemblages and its religious rituals,
the Church hns not only its regular assemblage and its rituals but also its pulpit
and its church schoole The sermons may frequently be dry and the teaching sterile,
but the way is kcpt open for the prophet when he comese
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